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Venus ISD Receives Energy Effciency Grant
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ENERGY GRANT —United Director Clifford
Deal, left, presents Venus iSD Superinten-
dent Bobhy Matthews with a $5,000 en-
ergy grant.

Through United Cooperative Servic-
es’ EnergySmarts Grant Program, the
electric co-op is providing much-need-
ed grant funding to eligible schools and
independent school districts served by
the electric cooperative for the instal-
lation and implementation of energy
efficiency measures. United Board Di-
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rector Clifford Deal last month present-
ed a grant to Venus ISD Superinten-
dent Bobby Matthews in the amount
of $5,000, helping the school district
work toward its energy efficiency ob-
jectives.

“We think it’s wonderful that Unit-
ed has made these funds available for
our energy conservation efforts,” said
Matthews. “We have a tremendous

‘amount of renovation going on and

every little bit helps,” he said.

The Texas Legislature in 2007 man-
dated (H.B. 3693) that Texas schools
reduce energy consumption by 5 per-
cent each year for the next six years.
Venus 1SD will apply the $5,000 grant
to several areas, including installation
of motion sensor light switches, solar
screens and insulation.

“The cooperative’s EnergySmarts
grants demonstrate United Coopera-
tive Services' commitment to helping
members manage their energy use,” said

Deal. “Not only does United educate
its members about energy conservation;
we help them achieve it,” said Deal.

In addition to the energy conserva-
tion mandate, the Legislature also gave
co~ops the opportunity fo invest un-
claimed capital credits (also referred to
as “member dividends”) in their mem-
bers’ energy efficiency efforts and schol-
arship awards. These unclaimed divi-
dends—distributed annually to mem-
bers of the co~op—would otherwise go
to the state. The EnergySmarts grants
are funded 100 percent by the un-
claimed member dividends. To date,
United has distributed $46,500 in
EnergySmarts grants to local schools
and ISDs.

“With Texas H.B. 3693 requiring
schools to set energy conservation and
reduction goals, cur EnergySmarts
Grant program is a useful response to
help schools meet that mandate,” said
United CEQ Ray Beavers.




